Regioselective cyclization of alpha,omega-alkynoic acids catalysed by TpRu complexes: synthesis of endocyclic enol lactones [Tp = hydrotris(pyrazolyl)borate].
The sigma-enynyl complex [TpRu(C(Ph)=C(Ph)C identical to CPh)(P-MeiPr2)] efficiently catalyses the regioselective cyclization of alpha,omega-alkynoic acids to yield endocyclic enol lactones having ring size up to 12 atoms.